BEFORE THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of:
RICHARD STRONG,

Petitioner.

THE HONORABLE JAY NIXON

Scheduled for Execution by the State

of Missouri on June 9, 2015

N N N N S N

PETITION for a Commutation of, or Reprieve From, Sentence of Death
With Supporting Declarations and Documents

Respectfully Submitted,

Michael J. Gorla
#26399MO

Attorney at Law

555 Washington Avenue
Suite 600

St. Louis, MO 63101
(314) 621-1617

(314) 621-7448 (fax)
mjgorla@msn.com

Dated the 5th day of June, 2015.

- N —

Jennifer Herndon
#37921MO

Attorney at Law

224 North Highway 67

#122

Florissant, MO 63033
(314) 280-4734

(314) 831-5645 (fax)
jenniferherndon@gmail.com

Counsel for Richard Strong

Caryn Platt Tatelli, AM, LCSW
lllinois Licensure

Forensic Social Worker

68 Logan Loop

Third Floor

Highland Park, IL 60035
(312) 961-2398

(312) 896-5791 (fax)
caryn@tatelli.com



BEFORE THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
THE HONORABLE JAY NIXON
In the Matter of:

Scheduled for Execution by the State
of Missouri on June 9, 2015

RICHARD STRONG,

Petitioner.

i

PETITION for COMMUTATION of, or REPRIEVE from, Sentence of Death
With Supporting Declarations and Photos

This petition for commutation of, or reprieve from, sentence of death is filed on
behalf of Richard Strong’s youngest daughter, Alyshia Strong, who said, ‘I have decided
to ask Governor Nixon to grant my father clemency because | think it is wrong for me to
have another loss. | understand that my father needs to face consequences and to pay
for what he did, but | do not think it is right for me to lose my father as part of the

punishment.”

It is impossible to fully appreciate the number of people affected by Richard
Strong’s actions on October 23, 2000. That afternoon, after a verbal altercation with his
girlfriend, Eva Washington, he took her life in a heated crime involving a knife and
multiple stabbings. Richard Strong then took the life of her two-year old daughter,
Zandrea Thomas. He was arrested at the couple’s apartment, the scene of the crime.
While he has repeatedly reported that there are parts of the crime that he does not

remember he has always taken responsibility for the murders.




Richard’s youngest daughter, three-month old Alyshia Strong, was present in the
couple’s apartment at the time of the homicide. Alyshia was unharmed. After a brief
stay in a non-familial foster home, legal guardianship was given to Joyce Knox, Richard
Strong’s mother. Joyce has raised Alyshia like a daughter, and, in fact, at fourteen (14),
Alyshia still calls her “Mama.”

Recognizing the importance of the parent-child bond, Joyce encouraged,
supported and fostered a meaningful relationship between her son and Alyshia. She
said, “Even though | know my Richard did a terrible thing, | always felt it was important
for Alyshia to know her father.” She took Alyshia to visit him regularly while he was in
the county jail awaiting trial, and even after he was sentenced with the death penalty
and transferred to Potosi Correctional Center, which is nearly two hours from Joyce’s
home in St. Louis, she made sure Alyshia was able to see her father regularly. In fact,
Alyshia and her family have countless photographs documenting a childhood of visits
with her father.

As difficult as it might be for some to understand why and how Alyshia could
possibly have a meaningful relationship with the man who murdered her mother and
half-sister, it is important to recognize that since she has never had contact with anyone
from her mother’s side of the family. Since Alyshia’s paternal grandmother, Joyce, is
raising her, her father is an important part of her family. Alyshia said, “I know some
people probably wonder how | can have a relationship with my father given that he killed
my mother, but we are very close, and | have never felt angry at him. | am thankful |

have him in my life.”




Alyshia’s half-sibling, Lauren Strong, who also has a close relationship with their
father opined, “I think the only reason Alyshia does not hate our father for having killed
her mother is because of the relationship she has with him and the fact that she does
not know anything different.”

Lauren explained, “Our father’s relationship with Alyshia is stronger than it is with
anyone else. | think that our father’s relationship with Alyshia is especially strong for
two reasons — the guilt he feels about having killed her mother and half-sister and
maybe also because he is trying to give Alyshia something he feels like she is owed =
the best possible relationship with a parent under these circumstances. | know, and
everyone else knows, that nothing our father does for Alyshia will change the fact that
she does not have a mother and that she will never have her mother or her half-sister.
When | think about it, | realize that there is a hole in my sister’s life that she does not
even realize she has. If none of this had happened, Alyshia would have had both a
mother AND a father. | think | am thankful that she does not realize that hole exists.”

Regardless of whether or not Alyshia’s close relationship with her father makes
“sense,” the support and guidance Richard provides for his daughter is crucial to her.
Alyshia said, “My father and | are very close, and | tell him everything. When my father
calls me, we mostly talk about me, and about what | am doing. My father wants to hear
about my life. My father always asks about my best friend...He does not know her, but
he knows how important she is to me, and he knows that other than him, she is the one
person | can talk to about anything. | share my feelings with Jenae and confide in her
because | am not very comfortable talking about how | feel about things with adult family

members (other than my father).”




Lauren reported that Alyshia and her father “talk a lot, and when they talk, our
father wants to know about what is going on in her life." She explained that she knows
that Alyshia “shares a lot more with our father than she does with our grandmother, and
her relationship with our father is important for that reason.” She added, “l have come
to understand that she shares even more with our father than she does with me...and
that [Richard] trusts me to look out for his daughter in every way that he cannot.” She
concluded, “Between the two of us, | think we do a pretty good job supporting Alyshia.”

Joyce Knox, Alyshia’s paternal grandmother, legal guardian, and “Mama,” said
“Alyshia’s father is very good about staying in touch with her, and calls her two (2) to
three (3) times a week. Alyshia mostly talks to her father privately, in her room, so | do
not hear much of their conversations...While Richard keeps most of what they talk
about between the two of them, because he respects Alyshia’s privacy and he does not
want to lose her confidence, | know that they talk about important things — the same
kinds of things a father would talk to his daughter about if he were living at home with
her.-.Even though he is in prison, Richard is a very good father — he always has been.”

Alyshia said, “My father encourages me to do my best...He tells me not to do
drugs. He wants me to be the best person | can be, and | want to do that for him.”
Alyshia and Lauren treasure a photo album Richard put together for them, in which he
wrote positive notes and encouragement. One of Alyshia’s favorites is “be your best
self.”

Alyshia confided that she was in a fight at school at the beginning of her ninth
grade year. Her father was disappointed when he heard about the fight, and he “also

told me that he thought | could find other ways of dealing with my problems — ways that




did not include fighting. My father told me that | should stay clear of the drama at
school, and stay focused on the books, not the people. | listened to my father’s advice,
and | can honestly say that | had less drama in my school year than | would have if 1
had not listened to my father.”

Lauren shared that when Alyshia was fourteen (14), she lost her virginity, an
experience Lauren blames on the environment in which Joyce is raising Alyshia. “After
she lost her virginity, she felt badly about it, and fell into thinking that she was a whore
and that she did not deserve to be loved because she lost her virginity so early. She
was feeling really badly about herself...she confided in our father, who responded by
saying to her that she had just made a mistake, and that since she had not gotten
pregnant and appeared to still be healthy, she would be fine. After talking with our
father, Alyshia was able to pick herself back up and move on.”

After Alyshia confided in her father, Richard in turn confided in Lauren, and
asked for her support in making sure that Alyshia’s needs were met. Later, when Joyce
learned about Alyshia’s early loss of virginity, she was angry, and shamed Alyshia. She
then shared that very private information with other devoutly religious family members,
who in turn criticized Alyshia. Lauren recalls that she was “really thankful that Alyshia
had our father during that difficult time.”

Lauren also recognized the role their father had in the development of their very
close relationship. Initially, both Lauren and Alyshia were “too young to really take
responsibility for nurturing their relationship, so every time Lauren spoke with their
father, he reminded her to call Alyshia. If, for some reason, Lauren was not able to call

Alyshia, their father would pass along that they loved each other, “all the while fostering




our love for each other.” Lauren reflected with gratitude, “Our father nurtured our
relationship until | was old enough to realize that | had a sister, and that my sister

needed me.”

Trauma, as defined by the American Psychological Association (APA) is “an
emotional response to a terrible event like and accident, rape or natural disaster.
Immediately after the event, shock and denial are typical. Longer term reactions include
unpredictable emotions, flashbacks, strained relationships and even physical symptoms
like headaches or nausea. While these feelings are normal, some people have difficulty
moving on with their lives.”

Trauma affects everyone differently, and therefore, the same traumatic
experience can be more adversely impactful for one person than it is for another. When
an individual who has limited or diminished internal and external resources experiences
trauma, that trauma is likely to be greater than that same trauma experienced by an
individual with significant and strong internal and eXternal resources.

Children and adolescents, who are still growing and developing, by definition
have fewer and less well developed internal and external resources. In those who have
not yet attained adulthood, the risks of trauma are directly tied to the child’s or
adolescent’s chronological age and developmental stage. Trauma in children and
adolescents is of great concern amongst mental health professionals because it is
widely recognized in the field that those who are still growing and developing do not

have the same resources that most adults do.




The differences between trauma in children and trauma in adults are great.
When a child experiences trauma, he or she must process that trauma at the point of
his or her current development. In order to achieve a complete integration of all that
goes into becoming an emotionally and psychologically healthy adult, that childhood
trauma must be reprocessed at every remaining developmental stage, as they prepare
to enter each new developmental stage, which means that they re-experience and
make new meaning of the trauma repeatedly.

Trauma in adolescents is especially concerning because of the developmental
milestones adolescents must master. Adolescents are learning to handle intense
physical and emotional reactions while integrating a greater understanding of human
motivation, intent, responsibility and accountability. When an individual faces trauma as
an adolescent, the risk of disrupted development is significant. Minimization of trauma
during the adolescent years is crucial whenever possible, so as to ensure that the most
psychologically intact individual emerges into adulthood.

Cumulative trauma, or repeated traumatic experiences, also pose a greater risk
because even in an individual who has well developed internal and external resources,
the resources eventually break down, leaving the person who is experiencing repeated
trauma increasingly less able to process and deal with the present and future traumas.
When trauma is cumulative, or experienced by someone who has diminished internal
and external resources or coping mechanisms, the impact of the trauma is much more

significant, with an increased risk of long-term or life-long negative consequences.




Unfortunately, the ripple effects of the trauma caused by Richard Strong on
October 23, 2000 are wide and far-reaching. In addition to the trauma Eva
Washington’s and Zandrea Thomas’ families experienced at the time of their murders,
and the trauma they are likely to experience should Richard Strong be executed,
Richard’s daughter Alyshia has experienced a series of traumas as the result of the
murder of her mother and half-sister, and the ways in which those losses irrevocably
altered the landscape of her life.

Richard Strong’s daughter, Alyshia, has faced a series of significant traumas
over her short life. While the murder of her mother, Eva and her half-sister, Zandrea,
were undoubtedly traumatic for Alyshia’s maternal family and Zandrea’s family, given
that Alyshia was an infant at the time, the offense itself was likely not significantly
traumatic for Alyshia. However, Alyshia has made a series of discoveries in the years
since her mother’s and sister's murders that have been traumatic.

The first such trauma occurred when Alyshia was seven (7) years old. To this
day, even though more than seven years have passed, she still remembers clearly how
she knew that her mother wanted to talk to her about something serious when she sat
her down to talk. She recalls her mother telling her that even though | called her
“Mama,” she was actually my grandmother. Joyce went on to tell Alyshia that her father
had killed her mother, and then explained that that was why her father was in prison.

Approximately four years later, when Alyshia was ten (10) or eleven (11), her
half-sister, Lauren Strong, told her that they had had a half-sister named Zandrea
Thomas, who had also been killed the day of the offense. Alyshia recalls learning about

what had happened to her mother and sister was really confusing, and remembers that




she was overwhelmed when she started to understand the magnitude of the loss in her
family.

A third significant trauma occurred on April 23, 2015, when the Missouri Supreme
Court entered an execution order for Alyshia’s father, Richard Strong. Alyshia reported
that while she has known for a long time that her father had been sentenced with the
death penalty, there was a part of her that hoped — and maybe believed - that he would
never actually face an execution. The reality of having an execution order entered was
devastating, as she was confronted with the fact that she might really lose her father,
her confidant.

Despite having a close relationship with her father, Alyshia never talked with him
about the offense — until recently. Alyshia experienced a fourth and very significant
trauma when she visited him with her half-sister, Lauren after his execution date was
set. Needing and wanting to know more, Alyshia asked her father many of the
questions she had never asked, and learned about her mother’s difficult childhood and
the ways in Which her early childhood experiences impacted her as an adult. Her father
also told her all that he could about the night of the offense, in great detail. She
believes that her father answered every question she asked honestly. She could tell
that her father is still very hurt by what he did to her mother and sister, and that he is
very, very sorry.

Alyshia recently reported that she is still processing everything she has learned,
and that she is “on my way to being okay with all that | have learned, but | am not quite
there yet.” She added that she has one question for her father that she has not yet

asked, which is why he did not kill her that day. While she knows she was not ready to




hear whatever his answer might have been during her recent visit, she wants the
opportunity to ask him that question some day, when she is ready to hear the answer
and talk about it with him.

When a child experiences a series of trauma at various developmental stages in
their life, such as Richard Strong’s daughter, Alyshia has, it becomes more difficult to
integrate the trauma, which results in a failure to achieve the necessary developmental
milestones. Loss is the overarching theme in the traumas Alyshia has experienced.
When trauma is associated with loss in children, that trauma can make it exceptionally
difficult to develop trust, to feel safe in the world, and establish and maintain meaningful
relationships. The implications of the trauma can also interfere with cognitive function
and the ability to acquire and retain information, thereby threatening academic
performance and achievement.

For Alyshia, the loss of her father through a state-sanctioned execution has the
potential to have a significant detrimental affect on her current and future functioning
and development. This trauma would be the third significant trauma in a period of less
than two months, and will undoubtedly stress Alyshia’s already stressed and not yet
fully developed internal and external resources.

Furthermore, Alyshia is limited in the number of trusting relationships she has
been able to form and maintain in her short life. Thus far, she only has trusting
relationships with three adults -- her “Mama,” her paternal half-sister Lauren, and her
father. Her grandmother (“Mama”) is in very poor health and is seventy-four (74) years
old. It is questionable as to how much longer she will be able to have a meaningful

connection with Alyshia and it is equally uncertain as to how much longer she will be in
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Alyshia’s life. And, now Alyshia faces the real possibility of losing her father. The loss
of her father will certainly have a devastating affect on Alyshia’s future, as the loss will
create significant trauma, grief and an overwhelming sense of loss.

Alyshia’s half-sister, Lauren Strong, said it well. “When | think about our father’s
impending execution, | am struck by the fact that Alyshia...is now facing the loss of...the
only biologic parent she has ever had or known. For Alyshia, being raised by our
grandmother, Joyce Knox, and being emotionally supported and guided by our father,
Richard Strong, is the only constant she has ever known. When | think about Alyshia
trying to find her way in life if our father is executed, | think it would be beyond cruel to
put her through that. Why would anyone want to cause that kind of trauma — especially
in someone with Alyshia’s background?”

Joyce said, “I hope Alyshia does not lose her father now. She is fourteen (14)
years old, and like most teenagers she is very confused about life. In the last year, she
has really been struggling with depression. She is a typical teenager in that she wants
to experience life and she is too young and inexperienced to safely experiment...|I think
we have come to an understanding, but | know we are at a vulnerable juncture, and |
worry about what it would to do Alyshia if she were to lose her father now.”

Joyce was clear that even though Alyshia has always known her father was
facing the death penalty because of his crimes, knowing that impacted her desire to
have a relationship with her father. “| still remember that one day, a few years ago, |
found Alyshia crying. When | asked her what was wrong, she said, ‘They are going to
kill my Daddy.” While Alyshia realizes there are always consequences for our actions, |

think it is hard for the consequence to be her father.”
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With consideration of, and respect for, the losses suffered by Eva Washington’s
and Zandrea Thomas’ families, we respectfully request that the petition for clemency put
forth by Richard Strong’s and Eva Washington’s only daughter, Alyshia Strong, be
granted. To grant clemency to Richard Strong would be to place, above all else, the
best interest of a teenage girl, who is entering one of the most vulnerable times in life,

by sparing her additional loss and trauma.
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Richard Strong with his
three children; Lauren,
Alyshia age 8, Richard, Jr.

Alyshia Strong age 13.




Richard, Jr.,, Lauren, Alyshia Strong age 12.
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__ Alyshia Strong at age 3 or 4. Alyshia Strong at age 5 or 6.

Al¥shia Strong at about age 3.




Alyshia Strong at about age 6.

Al¥shia Strong at age 13 and Laufn Strong at age 17.
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BEFORE THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
THE HONORABLE JAY NIXON
In the Matter of:

Scheduled for Execution by the State
of Missouri on June 9, 2015

RICHARD STRONG,

Petitioner.

DECLARATION of LAUREN STRONG

1. My name is Lauren Strong. Richard Strong is my father. | am eighteen (18)
years old. | will be nineteen on September 18, 2015. | am Richard’s oldest daughter
and middle child. | have an older brother, Richard Strong, Jr. and a half-sister, Alyshia

Strong.

2. I'graduated from high school on May 28, 2015. | attended Pattonville High
School, in a St. Louis suburb. ltis a very good high school. While | am now working as
a Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA), | intend to start college in January at Southern
lllinois University Edwardsville, where | plan to earn a Bachelor's of Science in Nursing.
| decided not to start college in the fall because of everything that has been going on
with my father’s pending execution, and because | want to be home to support my half-
sister Alyshia if | can. | am also hoping Alyshia will be living with us next year, as | know
she wants to attend Pattonville High School, like I did. | know that is what my father

wants for her, too.




3. My father’s nickname for me is Tigger. When | was a young child, I really liked
Winnie the Pooh, and | had a Tigger obsession. Since | was obsessed with Tigger, my
father nicknamed me Tigger. Not everyone knows that my father was locked in a closet
and tortured when he was a young child, but, my father has talked with me about some
of his childhood experiences. Recently, my father has told me that there was a big
Tigger locked in the closet with him. Knowing that makes my nickname even more
meaningful, because my father used to tell me that Tigger was his only friend. Even
now, when my father writes to me from Potosi Correctional Center, he addresses the
envelope “Lauren Strong — Tigger.” | really like that my father has a nickname for me.

It makes me feel special.

4. Even though my mother and father separated and then divorced, my mother still
loves my father. She has told me what he was like early in their relationship, and | think
the relationship | have with my father now is in part because of the things my mother
has shared with me about her early relationship with my father. My father has also
talked with me about their early relationship, and some of what he has shared with me
has made my relationship with my mother more meaningful. | understand that my father
had a terribly difficult childhood, but, | also know that he was a different — happier, and
better — person when he was with my mother. Everyone has always said that my

mother made my father complete.




5. Things were pretty good between my mother and father until my mother was
pregnant with me. Apparently my father worked nights and cared for Richard, Jr. during
the day and my mother worked days and cared for Richard, Jr. at night. Neither one of
my parents were getting enough sleep because of this arrangement. One night, in
February of 1996, when my father returned home from work, he was agitated and upset.
He was so disturbed that he was hitting the walls and in doing so, punched holes in
them. Because my mother found this behavior frightening and disturbing, she left my

father the next day.

6. Eventually, my mother got an Order of Protection, which was designed to keep
my father away, with the exception of specific visitation rights on the weekends. In May
of 1996, when my mother went to pick up my brother after a visit, my father did not want
to give Richard, Jr. up, and my father physically hit my mother. While my mother still
loved my father, that was the end of their marriage, even though they did not actually

divorce until many years later.

7. Even though my mother and father were separated and not living together when |
was a small child, they had a pretty good relationship, and they had joint custody of me
and my brother, Richard, Jr. We sometimes visited my father and his late girlfriend, Eva
Washington, and her daughter, Zandrea. | have been told that | visited them when
Alyshia, my half-sister, was a newborn baby, but | do not remember that. | know that
my mother and Eva had a fairly decent relationship, and | know that they used to plan

our birthday parties together.




8. When my father was first arrested, | was sad, because my father had been an
important part of my life, and | missed him. While my father was awaiting his trial, my
mother took me and my brother, Richard, Jr. to the county jail in Clayton, Missouri to
visit my father every week. Later, | was angry with my father. | was mad that he had
gotten into trouble, and once | understood that he was not coming home, | was upset at
the idea that he would no longer be in my life. In the years immediately following my
father’s conviction and death sentence, my mother really struggled with the idea of
taking us to visit our father at the penitentiary, and so for the next few years, we did not
have much contact with him. | now understand that he was scared during that time, and
that he afraid that | was not going to want him in my life because of the “pain” he had

put us through.

9. After my father accepted that | wanted him in my life, he did as much as he could
possibly do to be a good parent to me. | feel that my father did all that he could do
despite the limitations he faced. He called me whenever he had money on the books,
and he wrote to me often, making sure that | always had birthday cards and drawings

and that | knew he was thinking about me.

10. | have — and have always had — terrible vision. | am so blind without glasses that
| cannot function. | wear very strong corrective lenses, which means my glasses are
expensive. Once, when | was about ten (10), my mother could not afford my glasses,

and when [ told my father that | did not think | was going to be able to get the new




glasses | needed, he sent me the money | needed so that we could buy them. | do not
remember quite how much the glasses cost, but | think he sent me $120, and | know it

was all money that he had earned himself at Potosi Correctional Center.

11. | am very close to my half-sister, Alyshia Strong. Our father is the reason that we
are so close. For a very long time, we were both too young to really take responsibility
for nurturing our relationship, and every time | spoke to our father, he would remind me
to call Alyshia. If, for some reason, | was not able to call Alyshia, my father would pass
along that we loved each other, all the while fostering our love for each other. Our
father nurtured our relationship until | was old enough to realize that | had a sister, and

that my sister needed me.

12. | know the facts of the offense that my father stands convicted of. | have read
about his case extensively on-line, and | have talked with my father about what he

remembers about the offense. | feel that | have a very accurate understanding of the
offense, and even with what | know, | still love my father and treasure my relationship

with him.

13. My mother really struggled with how she felt about my father’'s arrest and the
crime he was charged with. At first, | do not think she visited him. Then, while he was
still awaiting his trial, my mother told me that my father was in jail. After that, my mother
began taking me to visit my father. | remember visiting him at the jail in Clayton.

Actually, | remember visiting him at the jail in Clayton A LOT. And, | know my mother




supported my father during the trial, because | had to spend a lot of time at a friend’s
house while my mother was at my father’s trial. There was a time when | was not able
to see my father very much — now | think that that was probably during his trial, but | do

not know for certain if that is what was going on.

14. | do know that after that period of time when | could not see my father, my mother
started taking me to visit him at Potosi Correctional Center. While we had to go farther
to see him, the visits were much better, because we were able to actually be with him

while we visited, instead of being separated by a piece of glass.

15. At some point after my father was sentenced with the death penalty, my mother
started to realize the reality of his situation, and she backed away from him a bit. Fora
few years, she did not take me or my brother to visit our father at Potosi Correctional
Center. My mother and | have talked about that time, and she has told me that
eventually she realized that he is not the same person he was when he killed Eva. To
this day, my mother does not understand why my father would have done anything like
what happened the day of the crime. Maybe because she lives with mental iliness
herself, it is hard for her to grasp that mental iliness can cause people to do unthinkable
things. Once my mother realized that there was more to my father than what happened
the day of the offense, she decided that it was important for us (me and my brother,
Richard, Jr. and Alyshia) to have a relationship with my father just because he is our

father.




16.  Now, | visit our father regularly. Visiting our father is important to me. My
mother, Kim Strong, takes me to Potosi Correctional Center, but since | turned eighteen
(18) last September, | have been able to visit our father on my own. Several times, we
have taken Alyshia with us, so that she has been able to visit our father, too. On our
last visit, our father gave me a photo album that he filled with all of the photos he has
ever received of any of us during his incarceration. He wrote encouraging notes and
other positive messages throughout the album. | treasure it, and | am going to share it

with Alyshia and my brother.

17.  Education is really important to my father. When | was in high school, my father
would read whatever | was reading — even things like The Great Gatsby and A Farewell
fo Arms, so that he could support me in my education and we couid talk about what |
was reading. | know he also reads the books Alyshia reads for school, for the same
reasons. In fact, he read a book called The Bean Trees when Alyshia was reading it,

and I still remember him telling me how terrible it was!

18.  As far as | know, Alyshia’s mother’s family — Eva Washington’s family -- has not
been very involved in anything pertaining to my father's case. | remember that when we
were in court in 2003, Alyshia’s mother’s sister was there, but that was the only time |
know of anyone from Eva’s family being around. When no one from Eva’s family
stepped forward after her death to make final arrangements, my grandmother — Joyce
Knox -- was the one who made Eva’s funeral and burial arrangements. As far as we

know, no one from Eva’s family attended the funeral or the burial.




19. Eva Washington had a daughter, Zandrea Thomas, who was also killed that day.
She was two (2), and my father was not her father. If | recall correctly, Zandrea’s father
lived in Chicago. While he was not very involved in her care when she was little, | do
remember that my father and Eva once drove Zandrea to Chicago so that she could
visit with her father. [ think that one visit might have been his only contact with Zandrea,
because | remember knowing that he was not really involved in raising her. | believe
that someone from Zandrea’s family — maybe her father — was in court in 2003. My
father was Zandrea’s primary caregiver, and | have heard that he was raising her like

she was his own daughter.

20.  Our father’s relationship with Alyshia is stronger than it is with anyone eise. |
think that our father’s relationship with Alyshia is especially strong for two reasons — the
guilt he feels about having killed her mother and half-sister and maybe also because he
is trying to give Alyshia something he feels like she is owed -- the best possible
relationship with a parent under these circumstances. | know, and everyone else
knows, that nothing our father does for Alyshia will change the fact that she does not
have a mother and that she will never have her mother or her half-sister. When | think
about it, | realize that there is a hole in my sister’s life that she does not even realize she
has. If none of this had happened, Alyshia would have had both a mother AND a father.

| think | am thankful that she does not realize that hole exists.




21.  Alyshia’s relationship with our father is very important to her. They talk a /ot, and
when they talk, our father wants to know about what is going on in her life. Whenever
he calls, the focus of their conversations are always about what is happening in her life.
Even though he is not here, he wants to know everything that is going on in Alyshia’s
life. | know that she shares a /ot more with our father than she does with our
grandmother, and her relationship with our father is important for that reason. | have
come to understand that she shares even more with our father than she does with me,

sometimes.

22. | do not care that Alyshia confides in our father more than she does with anyone
else in our family. Our father tells me everything Alyshia tells him because he knows
that if she is in some kind of trouble, there are some things he simply cannot help her
with. He trusts me to look out for his daughter in every way that he cannot. Between
the two of us, | think we do a pretty good job supporting Alyshia. Recently, Alyshia
confided in our father that she was not doing well in Algebra. Since there wasn’t much
he could do to help her from prison, he said to me, “Your sister's not doing so hot in
Algebra.” By the time Alyshia told our father, she was so far behind that we could not
get her caught up in time to pass the class before the school year ended. While she
failed Algebra and is now taking it in summer school, we were aware of what was
happening and we were able to provide support. (I failed Algebra the first time | took it,

so maybe | wasn’t the best person to help Alyshial)




23.  When Alyshia was fourteen (14), she lost her virginity. | think that that has a lot
to do with where she lives, and what the environment there is like. After she lost her
virginity, she felt badly about it, and fell into thinking that she was a whore and that she
did not deserve to be loved because she lost her virginity so early. She was feeling
really badly about herself and did not talk with anyone about what was going on.
Eventually, she confided in our father, who responded by saying to her that she had just
made a mistake, and that since she had not gotten pregnant and appeared to still be
healthy, she would be fine. After talking with our father, Alyshia was able to pick herself

back up and move on.

24.  After our father learned what was going on with Alyshia, he shared some of what
he knew with me. He told me that he had given her the “this is how to avoid getting
pregnant” lecture, but that he did not think it sounded the same coming from a parent as
it might coming from a sibling. He said to me, “So, you tell her, too.” | had just turned
eighteen (18) at the time, and | wasn’t sure at first, but with my father's encouragement,

| strongly reinforced his message.

25.  Later, Alyshia told our grandmother about what had happened, and our
grandmother responded by getting angry with Alyshia and shaming her. | was
disappointed that she got angry with Alyshia for having made a mistake, and | was
upset that she did not respond in a caring fashion when Alyshia confided in her.
Clearly, it was something she regretted and felt badly about, but, it happened. | felt that

our grandmother should have been more focused on making sure that Alyshia was okay
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than she was. And then, our grandmother told two of her children (our aunt and uncle),
both of whom are very religious. They got on Alyshia about what a bad choice she had

made. | was really thankful that Alyshia had our father during that difficult time.

26.  When | think about our father's impending execution, | am struck by the fact that
Alyshia already does not have one parent, and that she is now facing the loss of her
other parent — the only biologic parent she has ever had or known. | think the only
reason Alyshia does not hate our father for having killed her mother is because of the
relationship she has with him and the fact that she does not know anything different.
For Alyshia, being raised by our grandmother, Joyce Knox, and being emotionally
supported and guided by our father, Richard Strong, is the only constant she has ever
known. When I think about Alyshia trying to find her way in life if our father is executed,
| think it would be beyond cruel to put her through that. Why would anyone want to

cause that kind of trauma — especially in someone with Alyshia’s background?

The foregoing statement is made this 4th day of June, 2015 under oath or affirmation
and its representations are true and correct to the best of declarant's knowledge and
belief, subject the penalties of making a false affidavit or declaration.

Lauren Strong
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IS o wonderful student,
She has very docd Mmanners and
She works hard, Keep up +he

wooa work !

e

CINo
N

2ND QUARTER OOEE—WZ._,M

=
—

Signature

KIN ) QUARTER COMMENTS

Signature ___

@d.@czb&;»ﬁ comymendts 8 A\ mj_,n..»,
Sioee ﬁz./, _A@m@ romin ey heo o make
Fhe jmw,‘,/* Chovees in ¢lass”

Alyshia 1S a VREy Stoet §icl. She

Wil o well | Afd gfade

4TH QUARTER COMMENTS

13 o

Progressed to Grade \ﬂw

v

Retained in Grade

Absent
Tardy

)
A
O

nt}&*}u
&

W) o

{

ENNIN Om\@

SCHOOL DISTRICT
SECOND GRADE REPORT CARD

NORTHVIEW ELEMENTARY

§920 Cozens Avenye &m::i%& MO 63136 (314) 653-8050

Name of Student. \z/__m,ZQ W_:»ojw
Rowan

Name of Teacher

- 'PLEASE CHECK THE EVALUATION CODES

A « Excellent d Acceptable Progress

B - Above Average Q Indicates Help is Needed

C - Average X Indicates Skill has not Been Taught

D - Below Average

F - Failure

Reading Only

AL« Above Grade Leve]

OL - On Grade Level]

BL - Below Grade Leve] : \
—




ATTITUDES AND WORK HABITS

1 p
AlA A
Is courteous and considerate

Listens to and follows directions

Uses ime effectively

HANDWRITING

N ‘ 20 3 g
AlAlA]
Forms Jetters correctly \
Uses correct spacing _ ‘
|

E Writes neatly _
_._| Forms numerals correctly * L

MATHEMATICS —————— ]

Starts work promptly
Recognizes rights and Property of others

_

‘

Pays attention o class discussion ‘
Cooperates with other children ﬁ
|

|

|

% [ T ]
Completes work on time

B 1h B
Knows addition facts (0 to 18)
Knows subtraction facts (0 to 18)
Tells time (1 hour, 172 hour, minutes)
Measures using inches/cen timeters

READING _ HZMHWCOHHO?SH LEVEL Knows multiplication facts (0 ro 5)

Understands and adheres to school rules
Does neat work

4 Can interpret and construct graphs

1 2 4 1 2
41 ATA] Pra
Reads fluently
Uses reading Strategies

|
|
Comprehends Written text |
Comprehends ora] language” ]

Can apply problem solving skills
Can count money

Uses writing 1o explain math methods

SOCIALSTUDIRS R

I el &
N/AIN)AIN

LANGUAGE | B .

1 3 3 7 articipates in ¢ assroom activities

:ud ~ } \& Cs%aﬁnnm\amsoﬁ”nmam basic concepts
Expresses ideas clearly using oral language

Uses capitalization appropriately _
Uses punctuation mvvnov:,usq _
|
|

SCIENCE

.H ‘ N i M I & \
N/A z\iz\\i A
Participates in mFﬂSOB activities | |
cgoasc%\amaoﬁqmna basic concepts i | lh

Is able to compose sentences correctly

Is able to write 3 paragraph

——+f 3 ! |

Is able to write 5 story with beginning, middle, & end

ART, LIBRARY, MUSIC, PHYSICAL EDUCATION
SPELLING ] S-Satisfactory N-Needs Improvement U-Unsatisfactory

AATA

Learns assigned spelling words _ & | % q F
Spells correctly in daily work _ | I | ( . | Library
( Music

Dhuetant Do, s




JENNINGS SCHOOL DISTRICT
NORTHVIEW
MID-QUARTER PROGRESS REPORT

Mrs. Chanua Ross
Principal

Student’s Name

‘Z{l * Quarter

Mrs. Barbara Turner
Assistant Principal

SUBJECT SATIFACTORY

Reading

A 497,
Language Arts

el LR SY]
Mathematics A C?“, J /\

A 1007, |

N /A

Social Studies

Science/Health

trengths:
Good attendance
2) Contribute to class

3. Completes work on time
4. Cooperate with teachers
S, Asks for help when needed

@F ollows directions

Positive attitude

8. Always has necessary supplies
9.

10.

[] Conference Needed

| QuARTER
), NG Date C{ '&(Q ‘Oj
[ 127 Quarter [ 13" Quarter [ ]4™ Quarter
IMPROVEMENT | UNSATISFACTORY | STRENGTO &
NEEDED SUGGESTIONS
FOR
IMPROVEMENT

Suggestions:

L. Attend school more regularly
@ Avoid careless errors - YNCC
Complete class work on time -
4. Achieve better test scores
5. Complete homework on time
6. Cooperate with others

Ask

h{n G‘C{“h

r help in timely manner

8. Follow directions accurately
9. Bring necessary suppiies to class

10.

Comments (,UO(K on m(}“iijil\l 5&[{/3 Cl‘}‘ )!D/n@

Sign and Detach




JENNINGS SCHOOL DISTRICT
NORTHVIEW
MID-QUARTER PROGRESS REPORT

Mcrs. Barbara Turner
Assistant Principal

Mrs. Charua Ross

Principal
_ QUARTER
Student’s Nameﬁl}!Shga S‘Woﬂq Date Q I&SQ\J 08
Z g ) !
(] 1* Quarter [ 12" Quarter Lv_érd Quarter [ 14™ Quarter
SUBJECT " SATIFACTORY | IMPROVEMENT | UNSATISFACTORY | STRENGTH &
: NEEDED SUGGESTIONS
FOR
IMPROVEMENT

Reading

A qD/.

Language Arts

A A7,

Spelling A ‘ ‘5 \/‘

Mathematics % 8 % \/‘

Social Studies

Science/Health

trengths:
( E:)Good attendance
2)Coatribute to class
Completes work on time
!"! Cooperate with teachers
g Asks for help when needed
‘s-_’ ollows directions
Q,l Positive attitude
Always has necessary supplies

9.

10. e

[ 1 Conference Needed

Suggestions:

- Attend school more regularly

- Avoid careless errors

. Complete class work on time

- Achieve better test scores

. Complete homework on time

. Cooperate with others

. Ask for help in timely manner

8. Follow directions accurately

9. Bring necessary supplies to class
10. _ —

NN BN -

Comments geg( 2 1Dy K\ NG
Sign and Detach ' T )
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You put love
into everything

you do.

Happy Father’s Day

J)@C - E @ W, Cy
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FOR A FATHER
WHO MEANS SO MUCH




WORDS CAN’T EXPRESS
HOW MUCH IT’S ALWAYS MEANT
TO HAVE YOU FOR A FATHER,
OR HOW MUCH LOVE
COMES WITH THIS WISH

FOR YOU.
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