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On behalf of the Missouri Legislative Black Caucus, I ask that you call a special
session of the Missouri General Assembly to address the need for legislative
reform of the current model of policing, especially the use of excessive force by
police against minorities. According to the annual report analyzing racial
demographics in traffrc stops issued May 29,2019 by Missouri Attorney
General Eric Schmitt, African American motorists were 94.6 percent more
likely to be pulled over by Missouri police than white drivers in 2019. The 2019
report marks the worst racial disparity in traffic stops since the state began
collecting the data in 2000 and the third consecutive year in which a new record
was set for an all-time high disparity.
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Governor Parson,

We would like to consider legislation to address these problems:

o

Constitutional Rights and Qualified Immunity -we seek to modify
existing laws which will provide citizens the opportunity for redress
when a police officer violates their constitutional rights;

o

Chokeholds or placing the lwtee or body weight on the head or neck of a
suspect- we seek to ban the use of all chokeholds and carotid holds as
well as the practice of placing the knee or body weight on the neck or
head of a suspect, which are unduly excessive and brutal tactics that can
lead to unnecessary and serious injury or death during routine arrests.
We also seek the immediate dismissal and formal investigation of any
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o

offrcer who fails to comply with this mandate; and
Police accountability -we seek to establish a legal duty for police
officers to report and intervene when they are witness to excessive force
used by a fellow officer and add that an omission of reporting such
instances will be considered an act of complicity.
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These recommendations reflect reforms that are currently being considered all over the country
at local, state, and federal levels. The need for police reform and accountability matters to the
people of Missouri. These are the issues that we must address in order to move forward from this
crisis to a better, safer, and more equal state for all our citizens.

Regarding Constitutional Rights and Qualifred Immunity - The state of Missouri should not
protect bad actors, even if they wear a police uniform. Our citizens should be allowed to seek
redress for violations of their constitutional rights-not only on a federal level, but under our
State Constitution, as well. Federal statute 42 U.S.C. Section 1983 allows lawsuits for injuries
caused by depravation of constitutional rights to be brought in federal court. Missouri has no
comparable statute, which deprives citizens of the ability to hold bad actors accountable for
damages caused by a deprivation of their state constitutional rights in our state courts. We ask
that legislation be enacted that allows Missourians to enforce their state constitutional rights in
Missouri courts and that any legislation limit the court-created doctrine of qualified immunity.
By providing Missourians with the ability to enforce their constitutional rights while limiting the
scope of qualified immunity, we would balance the scales ofjustice and allow all of our citizens
the constitutional protections which are theirs by right.
Regarding chokeholds and other excessive restraint tactics - We must pass an immediate ban
of police practices that threaten the lives of our citizens. A11 "chokeholds" or other tactics that
put weight or force on a restrained person's neck are unnecessary, extremely dangerous, and
must be stopped. This issue is too important to be left to individual departments, but rather
should be statutorily banned across the state. The murder of Tory Sanders while in police
custody in Mississippi County, Missouri, is a painful example of the urgent need for legislative
action. We should leave no ambiguity on the use of chokeholds against our citizens.
Regarding police accountability

- We must implement a mandate that all officers intervene to
stop and report any excessive use offorce. Failtre to intervene or report should be considered an
act of complicity, subject to discipline as if the witnessing officer had themselves used
unauthorized force. We also propose standardized, mandatory training on implicit bias and deescalation for all law enforcement officers. These trainings are corlmon-practice in many
industries-and are an absolute necessity for police officers to protect and serve both our citizens
and themselves.
Although we have focused on these three issues, we want to state for the record that there are
many other issues vital to the safety of the people of Missouri that must be discussed at this
special session. These issues include: 1) Revision of statutes defining police misconduct; 2) The
establishment of an independent review board to conduct investigations into police misconduct
and abuse;3) The continued adoption of the recofllmendations made by President Obama's
Taskforce on 21't Century Policing;4) The establishment of a statewide police misconduct
registry; 5) Improved police training and policies, focused on de-escalation over the use of force;
6) The end of racial and religious profiling; 7) A ban on no-knock warrants for drug offenses; 8)
An end to the militarization of police and the transfer of military-grade equipment to our state

and local police agencies; 9) Strict body camera requirements; and
deaths in custofu utilizing the U.S. Standard Death Certificate.
These issues are

l0) uniform reporting of all

in'line with initiatives happenitg at a federal level and a state level all across

the country. We must not allow Missouri to be left behind. The cost to our citizens, paid in their
freedom and with their lives, is all-too-great.
Last year, you called a special session of the Missouri General Assembly to deal with a Missouri
Supreme Court ruling about vehicle sales and taxes. If sales tax on car purchases is worthy of
a special session, then certainly the anguish, injustice, and discrimination felt by hundreds
of thousands of Missourians-and the protections our proposed legislative priorities would
afford them-areworthy of so much more. We must call an immediate special session and act
quickly to instate reform.
Across our state and the nation, citizens are engaged in the great American tradition of peaceful
assembly and protest. They are calling for much-needed and long overdue change. As elected
officials, we have an obligation to listen and respond. We have an obligation to bring about the
positive change in our police force that our fellow Missourians and Americans are demanding
from us. We have an obligation to act. The Missouri Legislative Black Caucus sends this letter
on Juneteenth, in honor of the black lives that have been dedicated to and, in far too many cases,
sacrificed in the name of the freedom that day promises. We speak on this symbolic day-but we
demand morr than symbolism. We demand action.

- we ask that you fulfill your obligation to act in the best interest of all
Missourians and call a special session of the Missouri General Assembly to address police
reform now, before any further unnecessary loss of life can occur.
Mr. Governor

Sincerely,

%
Representative Steven Roberts
Chairman, Missouri Legislative Black Caucus

